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Responding to Trials

Engage in Believing Prayer

James 1:5-8
Introduction:

1.  Maintain a Positive Attitude
2.  Have a Surrendered Will
3.  Engage in Believing Prayer
I  The Call to Diligent Prayer – 1:5

 “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.”

A. The Need for the Prayer – You have a lack

Kinds of Prayer:

· Praise – Worshipping God

· Confession – Dealing with sin

· Intercession – Praying for others

· Petition – for yourself – here

You need wisdom

Depend on yourself
Depend on the counsel of others, “There is wisdom in many counselors”

ALWAYS GO TO THE THRONE BEFORE YOU GO TO THE PHONE

B. The Necessity of the Prayer – A Command
Not a suggestion, but a command. A 3rd person command – “let him ask God”
It is present tense – can mean keep on praying, or pray again and again. This may indicate that:

1.  The trial may last a period of time.
2.  We must pray until we receive the wisdom
3.  God may not answer immediately
God’s delays are not denials
God’s delays are not denials
    God’s delays are not denials
He has heard your prayer
Help is on the way

    You will find Him ever true
He knows about your trials
He is watching over life’s dials   He is working through the trials
He knows your every care
Bringing forth that day
     What is best for you.

C. The Nature of Prayer – For Wisdom
(James is the Proverbs of the NT)

1. A False Source of Wisdom – the Worlds
 “But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual demonic. For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.” (3:14-16)

           2.  The True Source of Wisdom – God
“But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.” (3:17)
           3.  The Example of Wisdom – Solomon
God offered Solomon anything he wanted,
1 Kings 3:9, 12

“Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil.  For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?....”see, I have given you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you” – Solomon is the wisest ever.
4.  The Epitome of Wisdom – Jesus
Colossians 2:9-10
“For in Him dwells all fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him,”
                   To receive Jesus is to receive wisdom,
                  I Corinthians 1:30

“But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God  – and righteousness and sanctification and redemption.”
D.  The Focus of the Prayer – God’s Grace
You are praying to the One Who gives

1.  It is Universal – to all men
2.  It is Generous – Liberally
3.  It is Merciful – without Reproach
This is a picture of how all gifts should be given. There should not be anything to make the recipient feel bad.

E.  The Outcome of the Prayer

 “It will be given him” - God can be counted on to keep His Word.
II. The Caution Against Doubtful Prayer – 1:6-8

      A.  The Caution Indicated – 1:6a

 “Let him ask in faith without doubt”
              Why would we doubt?

·  We don’t know God’s Word

·  We don’t believe God’s Word

·  We don’t do God’s Word
In either case, we take our eyes off the Lord, like Peter in Matthew 14:28.
      B.  The Caution Illustrated - 1:6b

“for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.”

      C.  The Caution Intensified – 1:7-8
“For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”

Not only will he not get wisdom, He won’t get anything from the Lord.
